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the fighting man more than a clever and cautious plan.
And, above all, the destruction of the enemy Fleet is the
surest path to victory. The British would be quite right and
would be acting in accordance with the fundamental
principles of the art of war to discard all thoughts of playing
for safety and, braving ten thousand dangers, to seek a
decisive action.
Assuming that this would be done, through which of
the many straits would be British Fleet endeavour to enter
the South China Sea ? That is the next question. We will
suppose that it expects to meet the Japanese Fleet some-
where to the north of Banka Island, off the east coast of
Sumatra. Coming from the Indian Ocean, it would have to
come down the Straits of Malacca, between Sumatra and
the Malay Peninsula, or through one of the many straits,
Sunda, Bali, Lombok, in the chain of islands, or to go
right round Timor at die eastern end of that chain and into
the Banda Sea. The more easterly the passage selected, the
longer the time to reach Banka Island, and time would be
of importance. The passage round Timor, though the safest,
may therefore be ruled out. That down the Straits of
Malacca is the most direct, but the straits themselves are
long, full of navigational dangers and of possible lurking
places for submarines. No Fleet, let alone one in the presence
of the enemy, would be likely to attempt it. The Straits of
Bali and Lombok being too far east, only that of Sunda
remains. This would probably be attempted, with due
precautions.
Case (Hi):
British Battle Fleet in Europe, five large cruisers in China.
To reach Banka Island from Europe would take twenty
days via Suez and thirty-seven days via The Gape. In either
case, we may suppose Hongkong to have been taken and
Singapore to be in a precarious position. The movements
of the British Fleet will depend on whether Singapore can
hold out or not. If it can, the state of affairs may be regarded
as much the same as that of Case («) above. If it cannot,
the whole situation is completely changed, the command
of the China Sea would pass into Japanese hands, the
N.E J. would be at her mercy, India would be in a state of

